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“Active citizens combating youth unemployment”  
“JobNet”International conference 

 

13-14 November, 2013  

Eger, Hungary 

Background 

 

The “Active citizens combating youth unemployment” project is implemented by six non-profit 

organizatons from Hungary, Latvia, Slovakia, Germany, Croatia and Czech Republic with the 

support of the European Commission (EACEA).  

The goal of the project is to highlight and promote innovative bottom-up solutions Europe-wide aimed 

at combating youth unemployment. An international interactive, comparative research is 

conducted about youth unemployment and successfully applied practices fighting against youth 

joblessness in the involved countries. 

The research is done by 3 member teams of young volunteers in each of the 6 countries between 

November, 2012 and February, 2014 based on the principle of “Nothing about us, without us”. 

Besides presenting and debating the main findings of the youth research the project team organizes the 

international conference (with additional support from the International Visegrad Fund) to provide 

opportunity for the participants representing 17 EU countries to exchange information, knowledge 

on efficient practices handling youth unemployment, e.g. entrepreneurship, skill development, 

internships, guidance & mentoring, combating early school-leaving, youth banks and youth 

involvement, empowerment techniques.  

The event intends to serve as a platform and resource-base to disseminate practices how to help 

young jobseekers to understand labor market, economic and job crisis, and methods of pioneering 

solutions to stimulate job growth and job seeking techniques. 

 

The conference aims to:  

 deepen the knowledge of the participants (NGO representatives, experts, practitioners, youth 

workers, researchers) about the current and expected future situation and needs of young people 

and all the relevant stakeholders in Europe in order to reduce youth joblessness;  

 discuss what role may and should youth policy, and youth work play, on different levels, in the 

current context of youth employment crisis and beyond, to enhance the perspectives for young 

people in Europe. 

 

Key questions to be answered: 

 What are the main concerns of Europe regarding youth employment/unemployment?  

 What are the main challenges we need to face in this respect? 

 What do the youth think about the problem and its possible treatment?  

 What are the local level best practices in this field which can be deployed in other countries, 
too?  

 

Expected outcomes of the conference: 

Knowledge building and sharing:  

 Facts and figures, statistics, qualitative and quantitative information and interpretation  

 Identification of challenges ahead of young people re: employment   

 Identification and sharing best practices tackling youth unemployment  
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Day 1 – 13 November, 2013      CONFERENCE AGENDA 

9:00-9:15  WELCOME SPEECH  

 Sándor Köles, Chairman of the BoD, Carpathian Foundation-Hungary 

 

9:15-9:35 PRESENTATION OF THE PROJECT 

Boglárka Bata, director, Carpathian Foundation-Hungary 

 

9:35-12:25  PRESENTATION OF THE SITUATION ON YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT AND 

MAIN FINDINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH BY THE YOUTH RESEARCHERS  

9:35-10:00 - Līga Zariņa, Liene Goļča and Egita Podniece (Latvia) 

10:00-10:25 - Anna Klein, Andreas Klein and Svenja Schmitz (Germany) 

10:25-10:50 – Tomáš Tӧrӧk, Milena Pšáková, Miroslava Petrovská (Slovakia) 

10:50-11:15 – Liudmila Larionova, Sofiya Yudenko and Elizaveta Nechaeva (Czech 

Republic)  

11:15- 11:25 coffee break 

11:25-12:00 – Gabriella Szabó, Flavián Füleki and Gergő Tóth (Hungary) 

12:00-12:25 – Marija Cvetković, Sanja Novaković and Sonja Seferović, (Croatia) 

 

12:25-13:25 ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION ON TRENDS OF YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT IN 

ANOTHER PART OF EUROPE AND HOW NON-PROFITS REFLECT TO IT 

Discussants:    Moderator: Gergely Guszmann, expert, Carpathian Foundation 

 Alina Bernecker, executive director, Center For Rural Assistance, Romania 

 Ramón Martinez, youth worker, Zink Asturias, Spain 

 Irmantas Sujeta, NGO Mažeikių "Versli karta", Lithuania 

 

13:25 -14:40 – lunch 

14:40-16:10  ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION ON TRENDS OF YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT IN 

EUROPE AND HOW THE POLITICAL AND ACADEMIC SPHERE SEE ITS TREATMENT 

Discussants:    Moderator: Sándor Köles, chair of the BoD, Carpathian Foundation 

 Agnieszka Klucznik-Toro, Ph.D. , International Center for Entrepreneurship, Poland 

 Feliciana Rajevska, associate professor, Vidzeme University, Latvia  

 Michael Schneider, Youth Politican speaker, CDU, Germany 

16:10-16:30 coffee break  

16:30-18:00 BEST PRACTICES COMBATING YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT BY INDIRECT 

TOOLS - Empowerment of youth through skill development, enhancing active participation and 

entrepreneurship  

Discussants:      Moderator: Silvia Sokolová, Karpatska nadácia 
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 David Plumtree, Chairman and Youth Social Enterprise Development Coordinator, 

Voluntary Action, North Lincolnshire, United Kingdom 

 Petra Klein, Director of the institution Haus der offenen Tür (HoT), Germany 

 Jozef Jarina, Bardejov Community Foundation, Slovakia 

 

18:00- dinner 

“SURPRISE CULTURAL PROGRAM TO ALL” 

Day 2 – 14 November, 2013 

9:00-10:30 Enhancing the chances of youth on the labor market by carrier, mentoring and 

guidance programs 

Discussants:   Moderator: Ansis Berzins, Valmiera Region Community Foundation 

 Elena Todorova, operations manager at Manpower, Bulgaria 

 Csudinka Csudutov, Mimox Ltd. – IT Recruitment Services Company, Hungary 

 Irmantas Sujeta, NGO Mažeikių "Versli karta", Lithuania 

9:00-10:30 ‘Have your say!’ – leave a message to Europe! - ONLY FOR PARTICIPANTS UNDER 

30 

Workshop for young participants applying visual tools for expressing opinion about labor market 

conditions of youth  

Facilitator: Ramón Martinez and Ivett Babcsa  

10:30-11:00 coffe break  

11:00-12:30 Innovative initiatives of youth empowerment – as helping tools for labor market entry 

Discussants:      Moderator: Dragica Treursić Uljanić, ALD SISAK 

 Lem Treursić, secretary and founder of Arena Rugby Club, Croatia 

 Elena Tulupova, AMIGA, Czech Republic  

 Ansis Berzins, Valmiera Region Community Foundation, Latvia 

11:00-12:30 “Nothing about us without us!” - ONLY FOR PARTICIPANTS UNDER 30 

Workshop for youth with the result of a recommendation how to reduce youth unemployment 

Facilitator: Ramón Martinez and Ivett Babcsa  

12:30-13:00 CLOSING REMARKS – RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE FIGHT AGAINST 

YOUTH JOBLESSNESS (representatives of the youth workshop groups) 

13:00- lunch and departure  
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Additional information: 

The conference is held in English. Only Hungarian simultaneous interpretation is provided.   

More information about the project:  

http://www.karpatokalapitvany.hu/en/iras/jobnet-active-citizens-combating-youth-unemployment 

More information about the conference:  

http://www.karpatokalapitvany.hu/en/iras/jobnet-conference 

Venue:  

The conference is organized in Eger (Hungary) at the Hotel Villa Völgy: 

http://hotelvillavolgy.hu/hu/fooldal.php 

Logistics:  

International guests are requested to arrive to Budapest Airport in the afternoon, evening of 12th 

November, 2013 – mini-buses will be provided by the organizers from Budapest to Eger.  

The conference finishes in the afternoon of 14th November, 2013, mini-bus will be provided to 

Budapest Airport right after the closure of the conference.  

 

http://www.karpatokalapitvany.hu/en/iras/jobnet-active-citizens-combating-youth-unemployment
http://www.karpatokalapitvany.hu/en/iras/jobnet-conference
http://hotelvillavolgy.hu/hu/fooldal.php

